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Four year old Ellie McCorvey is one of the 
fortunate children whose eye problem 
was found before it was too late to save 
her vision. Last October, Laurie Irby of 
Prevent Blindness Georgia vision screened 
prekindergarten children at The Sunshine 
House in Atlanta where Ellie was a student. 
When Ellie failed her vision screening, 
Laurie referred her for an eye exam. Mindy 
McCorvey, Ellie’s mother, said she called 
her daughter’s doctor who assured her that 
Ellie was fine. Laurie continued to follow 

up and strongly encouraged Mindy to take 
Ellie to an eye doctor.

The eye doctor found that Ellie had 20/250 
vision in her right eye. With eyeglasses 
and patching, Ellie’s vision has improved 
to 20/40 in just five months. “Because she 
didn’t know any better, she didn’t realize 
she wasn’t seeing well,” Mindy said. “We 
probably wouldn’t have realized anything 
had it not been for Laurie’s persistence. I’m 
very, very grateful for that.”

With early detection and treatment, Ellie 
has avoided the permanent effects of 
amblyopia or “lazy eye” blindness.  Prevent 
Blindness Georgia screened 32,190 four 
year old children reaching 858 sites in 79 
counties throughout Georgia this year. Close 
to 2,000 children were referred to an eye 
doctor for further evaluation.  

Other News from Star Pupils™
• �Clearbuilt Technologies designed custom 

software to streamline data entry and 
automate delivery of information to 
schools scheduled for Star Pupils™ 

screenings. Neal Berry of ClearBuilt 
Technologies received the Star Pupils™ 
Partner Award.

• �Prevent Blindness Georgia trains pediatric 
offices to vision screen as recommended 
by the American Academy of Pediatrics. 
Visit www.pbga.org. Click on Vision 
Screening and Programs. Then go to 
Children’s Vision Screening Training, 
Certification & Supplies and click on  
Partner Pediatrician Registry to see the 
pediatric offices that use this methodology.   

• �Children’s Vision Georgia, a collaborative 
of stakeholders for children led by Prevent 
Blindness Georgia, is raising standards for 
children’s vision care in Georgia.
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Dear Friends,
With your support, we help students become vision-ready to learn, adults become 

employable, and seniors live independently. We’re pleased to recognize your contributions  

on the pages that follow. To donate to our good work, visit  www.pbga.org.

For the best of eye health,

Bill Burke, Chairman of the Board 2010-2012

Jenny Pomeroy, President and CEO

Ellie McCorvey

Gabriel Howell admires his new glasses.

Low Cost Children’s Eyeglasses 
Once each month Prevent Blindness Georgia 
provides an opportunity for families that  
qualify financially to purchase low cost 
replacement glasses for their children who  
have a current prescription. To find out the  
next date, visit www.pbga.org or “Like” 
Prevent Blindness Georgia on Facebook  
and watch for the announcement. 



Forty-four year old April hadn’t had an eye 
exam in 12 years.  A resident of a local 
Atlanta women’s shelter, April “jumped at the 
opportunity” to receive a free eye exam from 
Prevent Blindness Georgia.

“I can’t see very well long distance,” she 
said. “It’s really hard when you don’t have 
insurance.” She’s grateful for the eye exam, 
new glasses and retinal photo provided by 

Prevent Blindness Georgia. A former file 
clerk, April is now enrolled in a job readiness 
program while she searches for a job – all the 
more doable now that she can see.

Prevent Blindness Georgia’s Vision Outreach™ 
program served 2,281 adults in need this year, 
providing eyeglasses for 1,957 of our clients, 
with 244 referred to an eye doctor for further 
evaluation. 

Top:

April is a grateful Vision Outreach™ client.

Bottom left:
More than 1,200 people at risk for aging eye diseases 
received retinal screenings this year.

Bottom right:
Jim Bicknell of SafeHouse Outreach received the Star 
Vision Outreach™ award. “Jimbo  goes above and 
beyond to assist his clients in receiving services.  He has 
been such a blessing to our Vision Outreach™ program,” 
DeAndria Nichols, VP of Prevent Blindness Georgia’s 
Adult Vision Programs, said. 

The 16th National Vision, Inc. Swing Fore Sight Golf Tournament presented by 
Viva International was a record-breaking success, raising more than $147,000 
for Prevent Blindness Georgia’s sight saving programs. Thanks also to Essilor, 
Luxottica, Marchon and Marcolin for their generous lead sponsorships. The 
tournament, at Bear’s Best Atlanta in Suwanee, welcomed golfers from more 
than 70 NVI vendors and partners. Prevent Blindness Georgia is grateful for 
NVI’s longtime commitment to this fundraising event and to tournament 
chairman, Des Taylor, NVI SVP - Merchandising. Congratulations to first place winners – the Cassidy Turley team.

National Vision, Inc. Swings Fore Sight

Vision OutreachTM – Serving Adults in Need

Baskin Represents Georgia at Eyes on Capitol Hill Event

LyCynthia Baskin, who lives with glaucoma and diabetic retinopathy as a result 
of Type 1 diabetes, traveled to Washington DC to educate Congressional leaders 
about vision problems. LyCynthia, a Jonesboro resident, and Jenny Pomeroy, 
CEO of Prevent Blindness Georgia, represented Georgia at this year’s Prevent 
Blindness America Eyes on Capitol Hill event. They also attended the Prevent 
Blindness America Focus on Eye Health: A National Summit.

Jenny Pomeroy and LyCynthia Baskin are pictured with Congressman John Lewis.



Remembering Annette Sage
Mrs. Sage was the first Executive Director of Prevent Blindness 

Georgia. She was a dedicated visionary who served more  
than 25 years until her retirement in 1991.  

November 5, 1923  — October 15, 2011

Giving a Voice to Eye 
Health and Safety
A widely viewed digital billboard campaign 
publicizing the link between smoking and 
blindness was launched this year by Prevent 
Blindness Georgia. Studies show a strong link 
between smoking and the development of  
Age-Related Macular Degeneration (AMD).

With the help of board members Mike Loverde of MetroPCS 
and Pam Bisikirski of National Vision, Inc., the campaign  
was seen on billboards in Athens, Atlanta, Augusta, Cobb 
County, Gainesville, Gwinnett County, Macon and Savannah. 
The companies which generously donated their billboard ad 
space for the campaign are listed in the in-kind donations 
section with special thanks from Prevent Blindness Georgia.  

In addition, the digital ad was viewed by thousands more 
on the SoloHealth EyeSite® kiosks, thanks to board member 
Stephen Kendig of SoloHealth.  This program together with 
social media, newsletters, radio and TV interviews and other 
public appearances touched close to two million Georgians  
with eye health and safety messages this year. 

An upcoming educational PSA campaign produced in English/
Spanish by PM Publicidad urges Georgians to know their risks 
for eye disease. Board member Eduardo Perez, president of the 
agency, received the Star Award for Marketing for the creation 
of these video, radio and print ads which will be seen and heard 
throughout Georgia.

739 W Peachtree St. NW, Suite 200, Atlanta, GA 30308
404-266-2020  •  1-800-477-4448  •  www.pbga.org

2012-2013 Board of Directors
Amy Hutchinson, MD - Co-Chairman
Scott Pastor, MD - Co-Chairman
Seth Abrams, CPA
Pam Bisikirski
William Carter
Gabriel Colon, OD
Dianne Geiger
Steven Greenfield 

Heather Howdeshell
Stephen Kendig
Mike Loverde 
Gideon Mincey, OD
Eduardo Perez
Maceo Sloan
Melody Withrow, CPA
Martha Woodham

Billboard companies donated space to publicize the non-smoking message.

PM Publicidad produced an educational PSA about children’s vision.

(L-R)  Drs. Hutchinson and Pastor take the gavel as Bill Burke 
completes his term as Board Chair. Pictured with Jenny Pomeroy.

Visit www.pbga.org to see the FY 2012 audited financial statement.



Vis ionaries
Ms. Heather Howdeshell
Dr. Amy Hutchinson
Dr. and Mrs. Alex Malaspina
Dr. and Mrs. Scott Pastor
Mr. Eduardo Perez
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Pomeroy
Mr. and Mrs. David Ratcliffe
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shields
Dr. Michael Stamboly
Ms. Melody Withrow
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Wood
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Yellowlees

S ight Savers
Mr. and Mrs. Seth Abrams
Mrs. Minnie Echols Black
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Buffington
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Bunnen
Mr. and Mrs. William Carter
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Cherry
Mr. Randall Cofer
Ms. Jane Rush Davenport

Dr. and Mrs. L.B. Davenport, Jr.
Ms. Emma Deavours
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Demba
Dr. and Mrs. James Dew, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John Dinos
Mr. and Mrs. James Edenfield
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Elsas
Ms. Abbey Flaum
Mr. Harold Ford
Mr. and Mrs. Bart Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Frooman
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ginden
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Gough
Ms. Lynn Hanna
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Harbin, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Harris, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James Hasson, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John Hatfield
Mr. and Mrs. James Howard
Dr. and Ms. Wade Huie
Mr. and Mrs. Rajesh Jobanputra
Mrs. Elizabeth Johnston
Mr. Michael Keough
Mr. and Mrs. Dow Kirkpatrick II
Mr. Michael Loverde
Mrs. Nancy Lundstrom
Dr. Gideon Mincey
Ms. Lee Moran
Mrs. Francis A. Norman
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Osen
Mrs. Cherry Peurifoy
Mr. and Mrs. B. Michael Schlenke
Mr. W. Allen Separk
Mr. Maceo Sloan
Mr. and Mrs. Davis C. Stewart
Ms. Elizabeth F. Summerhill
Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Swerlick
Mr. Robert C. and Dr. Anisa B. Threlkeld
Mr. and Mrs. David Towles
Mrs. Alice Wade
Dr. and Mrs. David Watson
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Weber
Dr. and Mrs. N. Spencer Welch
Dr. and Mrs. James Wellman
Mr. Chris Westbrook
Dr. and Mrs. George Wirth
Ms. Martha Woodham

Gifts for S ight
Mr. Fred Arney
Ms. Pamela Ashe
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Barnett
Ms. Maxine S. Barocas
Mr. and Mrs. William Barwick
Ms. Rita Beckler
Dr. Jerome Berman
Ms. Pam Bisikirski
Jean J. Bonhomme, MD
Mr. William C. Bridges
Mr. Charles E. Brown, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Brown
Mr. and Mrs. James Burton
Mrs. Helen Byars
Rev. and Mrs. Bert Carmichael
Mr. and Mrs. Norton Casari
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Chisholm
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Clark
Ms. Patty Clarke
Mrs. H. Clements
Ms. LeMell Cobbs
Ms. Gloria Cochran
Ms. Jane Cochran
Mr. Mark Cohn
Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey Coleman, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Connelly
Mr. William Counts
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Crawford
Ms. Virginia Cromer
Mr. and Mrs. Harmon Dawson
Ms. Sandra Dawson
Ms. Janet Deaver
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Deitz
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Deitz
Mr. Charles Dennard
Mr. and Mrs. Sharon Denney

Our Donors Partner to Preserve 
Vision throughout Georgia

Georgia Natural Gas president Mike Braswell, right, presents the 
inaugural $10,000 True Blue Award to Prevent Blindness Georgia.

Thank you, Delta Gamma!
Collegiates donated supplies for children’s vision 
screening and decorated the Prevent Blindness 
Georgia tree at the Cobb Galleria Festival of Trees. 
Alumni contributed proceeds from their annual 
wine tasting fundraiser. Both collegiate and alumni 
members supported Prevent Blindness Georgia’s  
Tea to See. 



Mr. and Mrs. Michael Denniston
Ms. Stacy DeWeese
Ms. Julia Drake
Ms. Elizabeth M. Edwards
Ms. Barbara C. Elliot
Dr. Lois Ellison
Mr. Marvin Feinberg
Mr. John Findlan
Mr. Al Floda
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Flood
Mr. Edwin Foshee, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Murray Freedman
Mrs. Lougenia Gabard
Mr. Richard Germany
Mr. David L. Gillis
Ms. Linda Gound
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Green
Dr. Michael Hagearty
Mr. and Mrs. Joe K. Hall
Ms. Jan Hamilton
Ms. Marsha Harris
Ms. Constance A. Hawkins
Ms. Ella M. Helm
Mrs. Edwin Hines
Mr. Ronald Hogan
Mr. Donald Houze
Ms. Karen Hubbard
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Hughes, Jr.
Ms. Katherine Humer
Mr. and Mrs. John Irby
Ms. Laurie Irby
Mr. and Mrs. Clemon Jackson, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. John Karr
Ms. Elaine Kee
Ms. Margaret Kee
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Kendig
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Kerr
Dr. and Mrs. James Kincaid
Mr. Mickey Knox
The Honorable Phyllis Kravitch
Mr. Charles Lord
Mrs. Bettye Manson
Mr. Gerardo Mata
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Matthews
Mr. Donald Mayer
Mr. and Mrs. James Messner
Mr. Charles Mobley
Ms. Lindsey Monroe
Ms. Meredith Moore
Dr. and Ms. Steven Moreland
Mr. Brian Mulherin
Ms. Barbara Myers

Mr. Walter Nicholson
Mrs. Janell Overstreet
Mr. Kenneth Owen
Mr. and Mrs. Jagdish Patel
Ms. Jaye Peabody
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Pendergrast
Ms. Katherine Penland
Ms. Karen Perry
Pleasant Hill Preschool
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Powell
Ms. Frances K. Pue
Ms. Mary Frances Rice
Ms. Lindsey Richardson
Mrs. Gwendolyn Roberts
Mrs. Geraldine Scruggs
Mr. John Seydel
Ms. Patricia Shannon

Mr. Konstantin Shcheglov
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Shovers
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Shuey
Ms. Gloria Sileo
Ms. Barbara M. Snelling
Ms. Sherry Stein
Mr. Robert Steinbruegge
Ms. Margie N. Stockton
Ms. Trisha Stone
Thuong Khiem Tran
Mr. Danny Troutman
Mrs. Emilia Nelida Usilton
Mr. Eric Van De Water
Mr. and Mrs. James Wallace
Ms. Linda Walsh
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Walsh
Mr. Fred Watson, Jr.
Mrs. Kathleen Weeks
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Weinzierl

Mr. and Mrs. B. L. Whitaker
Ms. Janet A. Wiggins
Mr. D. Kenneth Woodard, Jr.
Ms. Inez B. Woods
Mrs. Anita Wrede
Mr. John Wright
Ms. Jane Young
Mr. and Mrs. Kendall Zeliff, Jr.

In-Kind
Aristeacrats
CBS Outdoor
Center for Puppetry Arts
Clear Channel
Clearbuilt Technologies, Inc.
College of Coastal Georgia Nursing Students
Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta
CopyArt Printers
Dalton State College Nursing Students
Kathy Deitz
Delta Gamma Fraternity
Embassy Suites
Fairway Outdoor Advertising, LLC
Junior League of Columbus, Georgia, Inc.
Dr. Stephen Kutner
The Lamar Companies
Loud Mouse Design, Inc.
Mr. Thomas McCormick
Midtown Jewelers
National Vision, Inc.
PM Publicidad
Larry Robertson
Scott Lithographing Company, Inc.
SoloHealth, Inc.
Drs. Rachel and David Sweeney
Tanner Health System  

Community Outreach
Turner Productions

The Bisikirski and Mier families enjoyed tea  
and sweets at the Prevent Blindness Georgia  
Tea to See at Ansley Golf Club.

Vision screener Jane Walker, left, accepts a generous grant 
from the Flint Energies Foundation.



Corporations	
Alcon, Inc. 
Allure Eyewear
Atlanta Printing
Atlantic Fixtures Installations
Bausch & Lomb
Baz Group
Berkshire Partners
BRIOT USA

California Accessories
Cassidy Turley
Cbeyond
Charmant USA
Chelsea Partners
Clear Channel Outdoor
ClearVision Optical
Coopervision
Croakies
Cultivate LLC
Decision First Technologies, Inc
Deloitte & Touche LLP
Ernest Communications 
Essilor, USA
Eye Q Eyewear
FGX International 
Galleria-Embassy Suites
Georgia Natural Gas
GFK Audits & Surveys
Global IT & Recovery Services
Hilco
I-DEAL Optics
INSPECS USA
Internap
iPromotions
J. Smith Lanier & Company
Kenmark Group
LBI
LIBERTY SPORT
Luxottica Group

Marchon Eyewear, Inc.
Marcolin
MODO
Motorola
National Optronics
National Vision, Inc.
NCS Construction
Novartis
OfficeMax
Optical Services International
Physician’s Alliance, Inc.
Quantum Innovations
REM Eyewear
Rich Printing, Inc.
RJL Technologies
Robin Shepherd Group
Schneider Optical Machines
SOFTCHOICE
SOMO Optical, LLC
Stanley Convergent Security
Sutherland, Asbill and Brennan
Taylor, Feil, Harper, Lumsden & Hess, PC
The McGee Group
Transitions Optical
UPS
Valassis
Vision Products Southeast, LLC
Viva International
WELLS FARGO
Windsor Eyes
Windsor Fixtures
Younger Optics
Zimco Optics
Zyloware Corporation

Foundation and 
Institutional Giving
Besse Johnson and George Blanton  

Allen Memorial Foundation
Arnold Foundation
Atlanta Foundation
Mary Allen Lindsey Branan Foundation
Dorothy Mustin Buttolph Foundation
Chatham Foundation
Community Foundation  

for Northeast Georgia
Delta Gamma Foundation
Department of Public Health,  

State of Georgia
Nell Warren and William Simpson  

Elkin Memorial Foundation
Flint Energies Foundation

Friedman Supporting Foundation
The Wilbur and Hilda Glenn  

Family Foundation
Greystone Power Foundation
Luther and Susie Harrison Foundation
Healthcare Georgia Foundation
Kent Richard Hofmann Foundation
Joe E. Johnston Foundation
Kiwanis Foundation of Atlanta
Ray M. and Mary Elizabeth Lee  

Foundation, Inc.
Mitchell Electric Charitable Fund
Moran Family Foundation
Richard C. Munroe Foundation, Inc.
North Georgia Electric Membership 

Corporation
Planters Electric Membership Corporation
James Hyde Porter Testamentary Trust
Rich Foundation
Ida Alice Ryan Charitable Trust
Sandy Springs Society
Sawnee Electric Membership Foundation
Emily Winship Scott Foundation
Snapping Shoals Electric Trust, Inc.
Southern Rivers Energy Trust
Wal-Mart Foundation
Walton County Health Care  

Foundation, Inc.
Frances Wood Wilson Foundation
David, Helen and Marian Woodward Fund

Prevent Blindness Georgia is a partner 
agency of Community Health Charities of 
Georgia and gratefully receives donations 
through its workplace giving campaigns.

Please accept our apology if your  
name has been omitted or misspelled 
and call 404-266-2020 so that we  
may correct our records.

Prevent Blindness Georgia

At an American Diabetes Association event, Prevent Blindness 
Georgia provided retinal photos for 123 people with diabetes.

Mothers and daughters Prue and Maggie 
Swerlick and Kathryn and Kay Stewart visited at 
the Tea to See.


